Press release - London, 21st February 2011

BUNAC RECOMMENDS WORKING HOLIDAYS DOWN UNDER 
TO BEAT UK JOB MARKET BLUES
Gap Year Programmes Offer Better Standard of Living

 Plus the Chance to See Rugby World Cup 2011

London, 21st February 2011:  As the number of unemployed rises in the UK and jobs are becoming increasingly difficult to find, particularly for graduates with no previous work experience, BUNAC says that there’s never been a better time for 18 to 35-year olds to head Down Under on a Work Australia or Work New Zealand gap year programme.

The leading not-for-profit work abroad organisation takes the stress out of arranging an overseas trip for candidates wishing to experience up to a year working and travelling in Australia or up to 23 months in New Zealand.  

And, with monthly departures Down Under, it’s still possible to book for June or July when school’s out and graduation is over – just enough time to settle in before the Rugby World Cup begins in September.

Sam Habbouche, Managing Director of BUNAC’s Australian partner, Work N Holiday, explains:  “Australia is still enjoying a strong economy despite the recession which continues to dominate the USA and Europe.  The unemployment rate has fallen recently to 5%, which demonstrates that finding a job is not difficult.  However, people need to be reliable and show initiative to secure a good job.”  

Habbouche recommends that applicants allow around three weeks to find work, although he also says that many find jobs within the first or second week after arrival.  Plus, with the average rate of pay for temporary staff at around A$15 to A$21 per hour (approx equivalent to £9.30 - £12.60), working holidaymakers can afford to enjoy a good standard of living, as well as fund their travels around the country.  

Carl Davis, who booked BUNAC’s Work New Zealand package in 2010, travelled out to Auckland last October.  He says:  “I now have an apartment right in the city centre, have just bought my own car and have found a great job over on North Shore.”  
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He continues:  “I’m having so much fun out here at the moment and the only downside is that my visa runs out at the end of November this year and I can’t get it extended.  Having said that, the company I’m working for has said they will look in to sponsoring me to stay!”

The Work Australia and Work New Zealand programmes each cost £349 per person plus flights.  This includes assistance with the working holiday visa application process, help with insurance policies, banking and taxes, as well as airport transfers, two nights’ arrival accommodation, support with job hunting, a calendar of social events and ongoing advice during the trip. Walk-in resource centres are located in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Auckland.
In addition, participants become BUNAC members with added perks such as an international phone card, orientation presentation, maps, discount vouchers and a Lonely Planet guide to their chosen destination. Group flights (optional) are a great way to meet like-minded travellers and there’s also a range of add-on arrival packages to kick-start the adventure.
A Work Australia/New Zealand presentation event is scheduled to take place at BUNAC’s offices in Bowling Green Lane, London, on 22 March 2011 at 3pm.  To book a place telephone 020 7251 3472.

For further information or to register for the Work Australia or Work New Zealand programmes, visit www.bunac.org.uk or telephone BUNAC on 020 7251 3448.
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Note to Editors

Everyone knows about the main attractions Down Under such as the Great Barrier Reef, Ayers Rock, Queenstown and Rotorua.  Here are ten MORE reasons to visit Australia and New Zealand in 2011:

1. The Camel Cup in Alice Springs – 9 July – a hilarious event which has been demonstrating the unpredictability of ‘Ships of the Desert’ since the race was first held in 1970.

2. The Darwin Festival – 11-28 August – the opportunity to celebrate Australia’s indigenous culture through dance movement and song as well as workshops, films, music and theatre.

3. Australian Surf Festival 13-27 August – the longest running surf event in Australia, with surf art, film, music and competitions celebrating the country’s surf culture.

4. The Triple M Sydney Tower Run-Up – July 2011 - is a vertical running race starting at Pitt Street Mall and climbing 1504 steps to the finish line on Sydney Tower's Observation Deck. 

5. The Darwin Lions Regatta on Mindil Beach – August sees a host of unusual vessels constructed entirely out of beer cans, together with concerts, dances and bizarre beach competitions.

6. The Australian Football League Final – September - the finale of the six-month Aussie Rules season brings Australia to a standstill as the two top teams in the league fight it out at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

7. The Outback Festival in Winton – September – feature’s a wide range of events in the Queensland Outback including whip-cracking contests and bush poetry competitions.  

8. The Rugby World Cup - 9 September 23 October - Rugby Union's World Cup will be held in the home of the All Blacks, with the world's best teams playing matches in cities such as Christchurch, Dunedin, Hamilton and Auckland.  
9. Shepherd’s Shemozzle - October – Part of the Hunterville Huntaway Festival, this challenging obstacle course guarantees legendary status for the winner. In previous years contestants have eaten dry Weetabix, carried bull's testicles by mouth and drunk cold cooking oil.
10. Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge – November – one of the world's largest cycling events attracts more than 10,000 people, who will pedal their way round a course stretching 160kms.  

· In addition to Work Australia and Work New Zealand, BUNAC offers a wide range of work abroad programmes in the USA (including Work America, Summer Camp USA and KAMP) and Canada, plus volunteer programmes in Africa (South Africa, Ghana), Asia (India, Cambodia, China) and the Americas (USA, Peru).

· BUNAC is a founding member of Year Out Group. 
