Volunteers head to South Africa for World Cup Atmosphere
With the World Cup just 3 months away, more and more Brits are signing up to volunteer in South Africa this summer and experience the football fever first hand. BUNAC, the UK’s leading non-profit travel organisation, has seen an unprecedented surge in popularity in its South Africa volunteering programmes among aspiring sports coaches, keen to make the most of their skills during the sporting event of the year.  

BUNAC’s Sports Coaching South Africa programme offers participants the opportunity to help children of disadvantaged communities in Port Elizabeth. “The programme focuses on the use of sport to transform the lives of talented young athletes, empowering them with new skills and the motivation to succeed,” says manager of Volunteering Programmes at BUNAC Chris Dutton.

The success of recent movie ‘Invictus’, starring Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon, which chronicles the story of the '95 South African rugby team that brought the nation together has also encouraged aspiring rugby coaches to head to the southern hemisphere. Robert Wheatley of Wirral in Merseyside, who is looking forward to travelling to South Africa on the volunteer programme this summer, says, “It’s a great time to be going over there.  Getting the kids to play rugby during the World Cup is going to be a tough sell but it will be an awesome experience.”
BUNAC are currently seeking volunteers who can coach football, cricket, rugby, hockey, tennis, netball, swimming or basketball. Places are limited and flights depart on April 10th and May 15th 2010. The project costs start from £1100 for 5 weeks including food, accommodation as well as full BUNAC support before, on arrival and for the duration of the placement. For more information and to download an application form visit http://www.bunac.org.uk/volunteer/sportscoaching/ or call 020 7251 3386. 

BUNAC also runs volunteering and teaching placements in South Africa, Ghana, Costa Rica, Peru, Cambodia, USA and China. Information on all programmes can be found at www.bunacvolunteer.org.
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