Press release - London, 11th April 2011

SPORTS COACHING IN SOUTH AFRICA PROVIDES IDEAL WAY TO VOLUNTEER ABROAD WITH CHILDREN 

Students, school leavers, gappers and career breakers who would like to work abroad with children but missed the deadline to apply for Summer Camp USA with not-for-profit organisation, BUNAC, could find the perfect alternative in the company’s Sports Coaching South Africa programme.  And, with several departure dates available throughout the year, there is still time to apply to coach on one of the summer courses.

Work and volunteer abroad expert, BUNAC is currently recruiting self-motivated, adventurous volunteers aged 18 years and over who enjoy playing or coaching sports, and who would be interested in working in a fun yet challenging environment with children from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Based in the South African township of Port Elizabeth, the five and 12-week sports volunteer coaching placements give participants the opportunity to help children living in hardship to play and develop through sports that they are passionate about.  It also gives volunteers the chance of an unforgettable, life-enriching experience by living and working abroad. 

Director of BUNAC, Callum Kennedy, says:  “The project is much larger than sport alone.  It’s about developing responsible youth, keeping children off the streets in a fun but serious and consistent way, as well as bridging social divides, creating platforms of opportunity and raising awareness and knowledge on a wide range of key social and health issues.”

Volunteers who are able to take sessions in football, cricket, rugby, hockey, netball, tennis, basketball and swimming, to name just a few sports, are particularly in demand.  With the exception of swimming, no formal coaching qualifications are necessary.

In addition to coaching sport, participants will help to promote good citizenship and impart social and health awareness, as well as organising and running sports clinics, training matches, tournaments and holiday camps, and giving motivational talks.

There are several departure dates for the five and 12-week Sports Coaching South Africa courses, including two in the summer holidays – 16th July and 27th August 2011.   Applications will be considered up to 10 weeks before the departure date, and recruitment is on a first come first served basis, following an orientation interview, police check and health screening.  

Concludes Callum Kennedy:  “We are looking for flexible participants with good communication skills who have the attitude and determination to live in a developing country and to handle the mental and physical challenges that these placements require.”

For further information about Sports Coaching South Africa, visit www.bunac.org/volunteer/sportscoaching 
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or telephone 020 7251 3448.

Ends

NOTES TO EDITORS:

1. The Sports Coaching South Africa Programme costs £1100 for a five-week course, and £2100 for 12 weeks.  In addition to the orientation interview, work placement, transfers, accommodation in a communal house with pool and three meals a day, this also covers BUNAC membership, a Lonely Planet guidebook, programme handbook, t-shirt, ongoing support, a flight booking service, social activities and a pre- and post-trip health screening. 

2. BUNAC is a founding member of Year Out Group.
PRESS: Visit the website at – www.bunac.org/volunteer/sportscoaching 
Download a copy of the current brochure and view all press releases: www.bunac.org/press
For further information, photography, or to interview BUNAC Director Callum Kennedy, contact Fiona Elliott at Counterpoint PR, tel 020 8398 1788 or 07917 322501, email Fiona.elliott@counterpointllp.com
Alternatively, contact BUNAC: Vicki Cunningham or Davida Cronin, tel: 020 7251 0662 (please quote 020 7251 3448 in articles). E-mail:  vicki.cunningham@bunac.org.uk or davida.cronin@bunac.org.uk
