
Glasgow student secures “best job in the world” in Hollywood 

A University of Edinburgh student is spending this summer rubbing shoulders with the stars after accepting an internship with a major celebrity news website in Los Angeles. Leoni Jesner from Giffnock, Glasgow is living and working in California for the duration of the summer on BUNAC’s Work America programme. 

The student began her work experience at HollywoodLife.com in June and since then has interviewed celebrities including cast members of hit US shows Glee, Ugly Betty, The Hills, Desperate Housewives and The Office. “The days are long but full of excitement and I get to meet the most amazing people. I have attended after-parties, benefits, charity dinners, film premieres and met celebrities such as Ryan Seacrest, Jordin Sparks, Nicole Richie, America Ferreira, Keri Hilson, and Lauren Conrad,” said the business studies student. 

The adventure began for Leoni in January when, after booking her place on the BUNAC programme, she set her sights on Los Angeles to get work experience with a difference. BUNAC’s Work America programme gave me the perfect opportunity to explore the city, meet new people and gain work experience at the same time. Months of planning and saving went into my trip and I applied to over 50 employers. Following a phone interview with Hollywoodlife.com, I was offered an internship and grabbed it with both hands.”
As well as researching and writing blogs for the news website, interviewing celebrities and attending promotional events, Leoni says she is also finding time to enjoy the L.A. lifestyle, “I have experienced some amazing days out with my friends. I went to the album launch of Miley Cyrus’ new album on Sunset Boulevard and travelled to Beverly Hills, the OC and Walk of Fame.”
“I have four weeks left on this incredible adventure and I’m not going to waste a second of it. There is an endless list of places to go and things to see. Universal Studios, Disney, Malibu Beach, museums and shopping centres that you wouldn’t believe; it’s almost impossible to get bored. I couldn’t recommend this experience enough - I have the best job in the world and I’m not taking a second of it for granted. It’s amazing what a lot of hard work, a few hundred hours of research and a splash of ambition will do!”
BUNAC’s Work America programme offers full-time degree-level students the opportunity to work and live in the USA for up to four months each summer. This year’s programme cost £264 and will re-open in October for summer 2011. BUNAC, the UK’s leading non-profit travel organisation, also runs work abroad programmes in New Zealand, Australia and Canada as well as volunteer opportunities on every continent. Information on all programmes can be found at www.bunac.org.uk or by calling 020 7251-3472.
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Photographs attached (unfortunately, Leoni does not have images of higher resolution at this time). 

For further information and photography, or to interview BUNAC Director Callum Kennedy, contact Davida Cronin, tel: 020 7251 0662 (please quote 020 7251 3472 in articles). Visit www.bunac.org,uk .
E-mail: davida.cronin@bunac.org.uk. To view all of BUNAC’s press releases, visit: www.bunac.org/press

