GRADUATE FROM CarmARTHENSHIRE off to CANADA AFTER WINNING TRAVEL AWARD
A graduate from Carmarthen is about to spend the next year working and travelling in Canada after winning a BUNAC award for travel writing. Claire Thomas, who recently completed her studies at the University of the West of England, will be flying out this May on the Work Canada programme which is organised by BUNAC, a non profit work and travel abroad club.
Claire is one of several participants to win BUNAC’s Howard Crew Green Cheese Awards. Every year, three prizes of up to £1000 each are awarded to those applicants who submit the best piece of humorous writing on a travel-related topic. Claire impressed the judges with her entry which described the novel experiences and adventures she had as a volunteer in Ghana. The winner said, “I feel like the luckiest person alive to have had so many life-changing experiences and adventures in the last few years.”
A non-profit, non-political club founded in 1962, BUNAC has assisted over a quarter of a million people embark on a working or volunteering experience abroad. The organisation offers flexible working holidays to the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, plus volunteering placements all over the world, as well as an established camp counsellor programme in the States. 

Green Cheese Travel Awards Forms for candidates looking to undertake BUNAC programmes next year will be available to download from the BUNAC website at: www.bunac.org/uk.  Further information is available by e-mailing: scholarships@bunac.org.uk.  
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Press: for further information or if you would like to interview and photograph Claire, please contact Vicki Cunningham at BUNAC. Tel: (020) 7251 0662 (please quote 020 7251 3472 in articles). E-mail: vicki.cunningham@bunac.org.uk.  
Notes for Editors

Green Cheese Prizes totalling £1000 are awarded each year to past participants who submit the most humorous accounts of their experiences while taking part in a BUNAC work or volunteer programme. Entries can be supplied in any medium such as photos, videos, etc. Application forms for the Green Cheese competitions are available from September 2010.
Other BUNAC scholarships and awards

BEST Travel Awards are open to full-time UK university students who are required to undertake a year-long placement in the USA or Canada as part of their degree. Successful candidates are awarded $1000 to put towards the cost of their return flight to the US. Application forms available from January 2010.

The BEST Scholarships (BUNAC Educational Scholarship Trust) offer financial assistance to eligible applicants who are looking to undertake postgraduate study in the USA or Canada. The scholarships are open to UK passport holders who are currently or, have been within the last five years inclusive, in full-time tertiary education at a UK university or college. At the judging stage, preference is given to those whose proposed study in North America is likely to do most to further transatlantic understanding and/or to those who are required to go to the US or Canada to do a specific course.  A number of scholarships are awarded each year from a fund of $50,000 allocated for the BEST Scholarships. The sum of $4,000 is available as the Christopher J. Harbour Memorial Scholarship to a candidate looking to do sports-related studies and $2,000 as the John S. Ball Award to a candidate looking to pursue a teaching or geography-related career. The individual amounts awarded vary but a typical award is in the region of approximately $5000-$10,000.
